         Keeler Lake Association

       Summer 2001 Newsletter

2001 Officers: 

Bobbie Piwnicki, President  (708) 460-4695 (home)

Dave Piwnicki, Vice-President  (708) 205-1955 (cell)

Jon Lucker, Secretary  (616) 782-6457

Mark Petro, Treasurer  (616) 782-2389

A few words from the board…

Our goals for 2001 are to keep Keeler Lake Property Owners informed of lake-related issues, focus on lake water quality and quantity, and organize a few fun gatherings to help us get better acquainted.  When reading this newsletter, we would like you to take particular note of the following issues: minutes from the May 19th general meeting, the update on our well initiative, details about association-sponsored events, and the well and dredging analysis.  We also included Michigan regulations regarding the use Personal Water Craft (PWC).  You may want to post this in your home to ensure a fun and safe time for everyone using the lake.  Hope to see you at the annual picnic, July 28th.                                              Bobbie Piwnicki
Annual Golf Outing – June 23

   A big thanks to Jon Lucker who organized this year’s golf gathering at Spruce Ridge on Saturday, June 23rd.  The golf outing was a big success.  Everyone had a good time and they all wanted to do this again soon.
    Congratulations to the team of the Bakers and Johnsons who took the overall honors with a score of 73.  Their prizes were tee shirts detailed with “2001 Golf Outing Champ.” 
   Golf balls were awarded for the following individual events:
Longest drive men hole #8 – Duane Baker

Longest drive women hole #9 – Alta Baker

Longest drive men hole #12 - Bob Moeller

Longest drive women hole #15 – Judy Johnson

Longest putt men hole #2 – Jerry Barry

Longest putt women hole #6 – Alta Baker

Longest putt men hole #17 – George Hartley

Longest putt women hole #13 – Joan Barry

   The other participants included Larry and Pat Moeller, Jon and Lynn Lucker, Dennis and Kathy Asselborn, Jean Moeller, and Laverne Hartigan.

   Additional thanks to Mark Petro who graciously donated the golf balls, Dave Piwnicki who prepared the tee shirts and Bobbie Piwnicki who printed the postcards and distributed the flyers.

Annual Picnic – July 28  2PM
   Alta Baker and Ray Stewart offered to chair the annual picnic again this year.  It will be located on the grounds between the Barrys and the Dvorsceks on West Oak Drive and Cherry Lane.  Chicken, pop and beer will be provided by the Association.  Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish or two to share.  Bring along your own table service.

   RSVP by July 23rd to Alta Baker (616) 782-9745.

   This is a great opportunity to meet the new members, catch up with the “old-timers”, and hear the latest on the progress towards the well.

   Reminder postcards have been mailed.  Hang them on your refrigerator so you won’t forget to join us!

Weed Control

   Dick Soper sprayed our lake on Tuesday, May 30th. Over the Memorial Day weekend, notices were distributed to the homes fronting the lake and the back lots.  Dick also posted signs on trees facing the lake.  He returned later that week to re-spray sections where the weeds were heavier than usual.


Treasurer’s Report

   As our new treasurer, Mark Petro, researched banks in the area that offered “no service fee” checking accounts with minimal balances.  At the June board meeting, Mark presented three alternatives.  The board selected Berrien Teachers Credit Union.  Below is Mark’s quarterly report to the membership:

Our account at Chemical Shoreline Bank has now been closed.  We were accepted at Berrien Teachers Credit Union.  There are two accounts, one saving and one checking.  Savings will bear interest with no service charge for balances in excess of $200 and checking will have no service charges for balances in excess of $100. There was a one time membership fee of $1.00.   
Balance reported at spring meeting            $1974.47 Expenses     Check #1050           
                        $111.32



   (Keeler Keg and Kitchen)


      Service Charge

               $8.43

Income
      Interest

                            $3.70

Balance at Chemical Shoreline
                      $1858.42
Petty Cash 


         
               $9.50

Total




         $1867.92

***    Account transferred to Berrien Teachers CU  ***

Starting Balance at BTCU savings                   $1858.42
One time membership fee

               $1.00

Deposits (7 @ $15 and 1 @ $50)
           $155.00

Transfer to BTCU checking
                        $150.00

Balance Savings

                      $1862.42

Balance Checking


           $150.00

Balance Petty Cash


             $24.50
(1 Membership cash added $15)

Total Cash Assets


         $2036.92

Watch for us online!

We have submitted an application to the Michigan

Lake and Streams Association to host our

Web site for a $25 yearly charge.

www.mlswa.org/keeler-lake-324
Minutes from General Meeting

May 19, 2001
Jon Lucker, president, at 10:05 AM, called the general meeting to order at the Keeler Keg and Kitchen.

· Board meeting summaries since the last general meeting were read by Dave Piwnicki, secretary, and accepted.

· The treasurer’s report was read by Mary Hosty and accepted.

· Elections were held which resulted in: Bobbie Piwnicki, president: David Piwnicki, vice-president; Jon Lucker, secretary; Mark Petro, treasurer.

· Jon said that 42 members have paid their dues and an additional $250 was collected from the membership.

· Jon stated that the annual picnic is scheduled for the last Saturday in July at 2 PM.  Ray Stewart and Alta Baker are the chairpersons.  Fried chicken, beer and pop will be supplied by the association.

· Bob Moeller has been taking measurements of the depth and clarity of the water.  Chlorophyll has been measured for the first time this year.  He found 12-foot depths in the middle of the lake.  The Keeler Lake Property Owners Association will get a report in the fall.  We need to get a new water tester on a regular basis.  Larry Moeller said he would consider it.



Well Update

   Jon Lucker met with Bill Kays to get the required petition going.  In order to make sure the petition can stand a legal challenge, Bobbie Piwnicki is working with the Michigan Lakes and Streams Association.  She is researching the language used in other lake initiatives that were successful in getting a well installed.  

   Act 451 of 1994, part 324.30701–324.30723 details Michigan’s laws regarding the management of inland lake levels.  Copies will be available at the annual picnic or you can read it online at www.michiganlegislature.org/law.

   Some of the points of the legislation:

· Our county board may initiate action regarding establishing a normal lake level within 45 days following the receipt of a petition of 2/3 owners of lands abutting the lake.  (Note:  the township may require a greater % than that.)

· The county board may require a preliminary study prior to any action on the lake level.

· If the county board decides to move forward with setting the lake level, they shall direct legal counsel of the county to initiate a proceeding in the court of that county to determine the lake level and establish a special assessment district if necessary.

   The goal of the Keeler Lake Property Owners Association Board is to get a viable petition circulated during July and August.  If the board collects the required signatures by the end of the summer, the next target would be to resolve all other legal issues by the Spring. 

   If anyone has any information that they feel can be helpful, or would like to actively participate in this initiative, please contact Bobbie Piwnicki at 708/460-4695 or piwnicki@cboe.com. 
August Boat Party

   A suggestion was made at the May 19th meeting to have a boat get-together on our lake.  August 11th was selected as the date at the June board meeting.

   The hope is that each participant would supply an appetizer and their favorite “beverage”.  Boats should anchor in the middle of the lake around 6 PM.  Flyers will be distributed at the picnic and around the lake the weekend of July 28th.

   Dave Piwnicki volunteered to organize this event.  If anyone has questions, Dave can be reached at dapiwnicki@aol.com or 708/205-1955.

· Dick Soper will administer weed treatment the week of May 29th.

· Dave Piwnicki gave a report on Reliable Disposal vs. Waste Management.  Currently, Reliable is $12/month.  Waste Management said they would charge $7.75 if they could a majority of the lake properties.  Dave is waiting for a return call from Reliable to see if they will match Waste Management’s bid.

· Phil Smith asked to find out the cost of Dick Soper’s charge per surface acre.

· A motion was made and accepted to include eelgrass treatment costs with the general treatment.

· Mark Petro made a presentation regarding lake level and water quality management via a well installation vs. dredging (see attachment).  An open discussion followed.  A motion was made and accepted for the Keeler Lake Property Owners board to pursue building an 8” well.
· Meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM.
By-Law Committee
   During the May 19th general meeting, Jon Lucker suggested that we update our by-laws.  At the June board Meeting Dave Piwnicki agreed to chair a committee to review the current by-laws.  If anyone is interested in joining this group, contact Dave Piwnicki at dapiwnicki@aol.com or 708/205-1955.









MICHIGAN WATER REGULATIONS REGARDING PERSONAL WATER CRAFT


You must be at least 14 years old to operate a PWC (Personal Water Craft).


Ages 14-19 must obtain a Boating Safety Certificate to operate a PWC.


Legal hours of operation for PWCs are 8:00am to one (1) hour before sunset.


PWCs shall not cross within 150ft behind another vessel, other than another PWC, unless the PWC is operating slowly.


PWCs may not operate less than 200ft from a submerged diver.


PWCs may not operate within 100ft of docks, rafts, swimming areas or an anchored vessel.


Effective March 31, 2000, any person born after 1978, regardless of state of residence, must obtain a boating safety certificate in order to operate a PWC on Michigan waterways.


A person shall operate a PWC in a reasonable and prudent manner. A maneuver that unreasonably or unnecessarily endangers life, limb or property, including but not limited to all of the following, constitutes reckless operation: Weaving through congested traffic, jumping the wake of another vessel, operating unreasonably or unnecessarily close to another vessel or when visibility around �the other vessel is obstructed.


No one shall operate a PWC unless each person 12 years of age or older, riding on or being towed �behind a PWC is wearing a type I, II, or III Coast Guard-approved, personal flotation device.








