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CROCKERY LAKE ASSOCIATION 

September 2011 Newsletter 
http://mlswa.org/crockery-lake-405 

 
 

CLA MEMBERSHIP :  72 households have joined so far this year!  WHY JOIN CLA?  Here’s a 
few good reasons—coordination the fireworks; annual lake testing; monitoring of weed activity; 
information regarding events affecting Crockery Lake or its residents.  And a better 2012 boat 
parade…We need your dues to continue this very important work. 
 
Per household:  65 and older $15;  64 and younger:  $25 
Send your dues/fireworks donations to your Board Rep or to:  Karen Peltier, CLA Treasurer, 
2187 VanDyke, Conklin, MI  49403 
 
 
 
2012 FIREWORKS—STRIVING TO MEET THE $3,000 GOAL —We are doing pretty well--so 
far we have collected $2,740.28 for the 2012 fireworks.  It is only through your generous 
donations that the fireworks are possible.  Thanks for all you have given in the past—let’s 
continue this great tradition in 2012!     
 
 
DOCK/SHORE STATION TAKE-OUT OPTIONS— 
 
We include these contacts because, unfortunately, our Valued Volunteers did not materialize 
this year.  In the past, the Valued Volunteers (CLA lake residents) netted between $500-$1000 
for their work.  They donated this money to CLA to be used for the Fireworks Fund.   We thank 
all of those who in past years generously donated their time and muscles to this fundraising 
event.  We sincerely hope when the call goes out next spring, we will again have volunteers to 
fill this much-appreciated service.     
 
Grand City Skiers 
$80.00 Shorestation; $20 per dock section.  Contact Pat/Karel Wolters at 887-8707. 
 
Olson Boat and Lift 
$85 per Lift 
$12-!5 per 10 ft. section of dock 
Office:  616-884-5200 
Chris:  616-550-0370 (Cell Phone) 
Company based in Rockford 
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PHOSPHORUS!!   The State of Michigan has recognized what a serious problem phosphorus 
in lakes has become.  In January 2012, a new state law (PA 299 of 2010) will ban all 
phosphorus in lawn fertilizers.  The new law will prohibit the application of lawn fertilizers 
containing phosphorus. (see michiganlakeinfo.com)  Crockery Lake is way ahead of the game—
we already have a ban on both nitrogen and phosphorus around the lake. 

 
Why is it important to reduce the phosphorus in the lake?  What steps have been taken to lower 
the number? What additional steps can we take to change this?   
 
Glad you asked!! 
 
Why us?  (1) Some residents do not pump out their septics often enough; some do not pump 
them at all.  Some septic systems are barely working.  There are many barely-working septic 
systems on this lake.  The fecal material from these ill-maintained systems leeches into the 
lake.   (2) surrounding watershed—fertilizers and manure used on farmland surrounding the 
lake makes its way into the lake; (3) internal nutrients present in the lake—muck, lawn cuttings, 
animal waste, ashes from fire pits. 
 
Why is it important to reduce the phosphorus in the lake?  Excessive phosphorus generates 
excessive weed growth, depletes the oxygen level needed to sustain fish, reduces the clarity of 
lake, and accelerates premature aging of the lake (returning it to a swamp instead of a lake) 
 
What steps have been taken to reduce phosphorus in our lake?  (1) Total fertilizer ban 
ordinance enacted; (2) information included in CLA newsletters. 
 
What additional steps can we take to change this?   
--Stop ignoring the fertilizer ban.  Some residents continue to put fertilizer on their lawns even 
though there is a Chester Township ordinance prohibiting its application within 300 feet of the 
lake and includes up to a $500 fine for violators.   
     
--Keep grass clippings and lake-side weeds from floating into the lake—we are all seeing 
evidence of failure to do this on our shorelines this year   
 
--Pick up dog waste (see article in The Grand Rapids Press, August 2011) 
 
--Dispose of accumulated ashes in your fire pit 
 
--Create a green buffer between the lake and your yard--even a small one will help.  See last 
page of newsletter for examples of Crockery Lake buffer zones.   (If you want more info on this 
check out the CLA website for a list of native plants which can be used) 
 
--If weeds float into your shoreline, get them out of the lake 
 
--Don’t burn when the wind will carry your ashes toward the lake 
 
Every little bit helps—together we can make a difference.   
    
SEPTIC PUMPING – Get it done before winter and the ground is frozen.  If you have a backup 
during this time, you will have only yourself to blame!  Replacing a septic system costs around 
$10,000—pumping your system every 2 years costs around $300.  Leaky septics drain into the 
lake you are swimming in….  Do the lake and yourself a favor—pump it up!  Call Kerkstra’s 
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Septic Tank Cleaning 616-662-2322 or toll free—888-320-9992.  You can give them your name, 
and when they have at least one more resident call in, they will schedule the cleanout.   
 
Group Septic Pumping Prices (2 or more residents): 
 
1 tank exposed - $155; 2 tanks exposed - $235 
1 tank, they dig $195; 2 tanks-they dig $260 
  
Non-group Septic Pumping Prices (1 resident) 
1 tank exposed $195; 2 tanks exposed - $285 
1 tank, they dig $235; 2 tanks, they dig $365 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL LAKE MANAGEMENT  – Jaime from PLM came to our July Board meeting.  
Here is some useful information from her:   
--Renovate does not kill lily pads.   
--Green water—most lakes in the lower part of the state have quite a bit of green algae.  The 
algae is not harmful unless it turns into the blue-green toxic bloom (discussed below).  The color 
can be controlled by chemicals but is not necessary. 
--Crockery Lake has a very high phosphorous level.  The blame lies with fertilizer; the 
surrounding watershed, leaky septics, and internal nutrients (muck) .   
--Fish kills occur because the amount dissolved oxygen available for fish has decreased.  Right 
now all fish in our lake must live in the top 10-15 feet of the lake.  As the lake gets warmer or 
colder, the 10-15-foot band decreases in size and can cause fish kills.   
 
 
FALL WEED SURVEY —PLM will do a fall weed survey this year. In the past, we have only 
done the free spring survey.  The fall survey will give us a more accurate picture of the variety 
and amount of weeds present this year.   
 
 
Resident Question Answered:  Does sprinkling your l awn have an impact on runoff into 
the lake?   If you are running your sprinklers with lake water, you are doing everyone a favor.  
The grass acts as a filtering device and the water returned to the lake is cleaner than when it 
was taken out.  To help magnify the effects of sprinkling, create a green buffer zone near the 
water with plants that have deep root systems.   
 
 
BLUE-GREEN ALGAE BLOOMS  – We’ve been lucky so far this year—no blue-green algae 
blooms.  Keep your fingers crossed.  Look for bright blue/green floating formations or areas 
where it looks like white paint floating on the water.  These are algae blooms.  They can be 
potentially harmful to humans and animals.  When the bloom is progressing the green scum 
gets thicker and thicker.  The blooms typically last two weeks at which point the mass turns a 
beautiful aqua color and sinks to the lake bottom.  At that time, it releases the toxic gasses.  
This is when residents may have breathing problems, eye irritation, etc. Please contact your 
CLA rep if you see one.  Thanks for your help. 
 
 
DON’T BE TEMPTED BY  FERTILIZER COMMERCIALS . Recent studies have shown that our 
soil does not need fertilizer to make the grass green.  If you want green grass, just water it.  The 
only thing that turns green by using fertilizer is the lake. 
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A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO BUZZ HOLTVLUWER!!  Buzz donates all the paper and 
xeroxing required to print out 140 copies of each of the CLA newsletters.   
 
ALSO BIG THANK YOU TO CHUCK LANE who maintains the CLA web page. 
 
 
 
FOR SALE:  Aluminum raft 10 x 10.  Excellent condition.  $500.00  Call Sue Wobma  616-402-
6124 
 
FOR SALE:  Amish Oak 8-place gun case.  Glass front with storage section.  $400.00.  Call Sue 
Wobma at 616-402-6124. 
 
Disclaimer:  The inclusion of any advertisement for product or service in this newsletter shall not 
be construed as an endorsement by Crockery Lake Association. 
 

 Roadside Parking:   If there’s a problem, call the Non emergency number at  
1-800-249-0911 and tell them of the problem.  The ordinance states that all four tires must be off the 
paved portion of the road when parked. 
 
Boat Landing Tickets:   The Sheriff’s Department will issue tickets to those who violate the parking rules 
at the boat landing.  East side of landing is for 15 minute parking while launching/taking boats, etc. out of 
the water.  West side of landing allows for parallel parking. 
 
Marine Patrol:   Sgt. Keith Kooiman is the head of the Ottawa county marine Patrol Division. He or one of 
his officers will be on the water for our Fourth of July festivities until after the fireworks are done. 
 
Dog Control:  We all love our pets, but we need to remember that prolonged barking can be a nuisance 
to our neighbor and that they need to be on a leash as we have an ordinance to cover that also. 
 
Going on Vacation?   If you are going to be away for a period of time, you may want to fill out a form that 
is available at the Chester Twp. Offices or online.  You can fill out the necessary form(s) and fax it to the 
Twp. at 616-899-2937.  The Sheriff’s Dept. will visit your home free of charge while you are away to make 
sure everything is secure, free of charge. 
 
Speed Limits on Van Dyke and Crockery Shores Rd:   The Ottawa County Road Commission has 
stated in writing that the speed limit is now 25 mph. 
 
GROSE PARK SHELTER RESERVATIONS  
Forest Shelter  is a covered area and seats 90 people.  Dates available for reservations are, May 20 
through October 17. 
Available reservations times are Monday – Thursday from 5:00am - 9:30pm. 
Friday - Sunday & Holidays from 9:00am - 9:30pm. 
Cost for county resident is $50.00.  Cost for non-county resident is $80.00 
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Lake Shelter  is a covered area and seats 50 people. 
Dates available for reservations are May 20 – October 17. 
Available reservation times are Monday – Thursday from 5:00 am – 9:00pm 
Friday – Sunday & Holidays from 9:00am – 9:30pm 
Cost is 50.00 for county residents. 
Cost for non-county resident is $80.00 

 
Emergencies 911 – Non-Emergencies # 1-800-249-0911 
 
CROCKERY LAKE ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES  
 
Pat Wolters, CLA President, 616-887-8707 :  Douma, Lamrock, De Witt, Elliott, Wobma, Mills, Pawloski, 
Rogers, Menn, Kaufield, Strayer, Schmuker, Barrs, Jachim, Lane and Rexford. 

 
Kathryn Lipski, CLA Vice President, 899-2228 :  Bykerk, Mead, VanDyke, Van Heukelom,  
Kohlhaas, Bennett, Almyda, Abbott, Erwin, Holton, Roberts, VanKempen, DeGlopper and Dutkiewicz. 
 
Hope DeJonge, CLA Secretary, 899-2228:   Roberts, DeJonge, Lipski, Dykstra, Keena,  Shuker, Ching, 
Glass, Gustin, Drost, Wert, Nusbaum, Yonker, Stein/Fleetwood. 
 
Karen Peltier, CLA Treasurer, 616-899-2970:   VanDyke, Kellogg, Hanify, Broucek, Allen, Hubert, Barbour, 
DeHaan, Phelps, Quinn/VandeVrede, Rooks, Stream, Scott, Stream, Hartuniewicz, Kaywood, Lenar, Terrill, 
and Vogel. 
 
Ron Pawloski, CLA Director, 616-887-4203:   Mlnarik, Merdzinski, Fuhst, Averill, Peltier, Bostain, Barritt, 
Craft, Sanderson, Hyde, Muske, Berenbrock, Groggel, Robbins, Holtvluwer, and Glovick. 
 
Linda Lane, CLA Director, 616-887-1562:   Langeland, Rander, South,  DeYoung, VanTuinen, DeGlopper 
(Bogaski), VanMaldegan, Dodde, McClure, Lowell, Finkler, Kintigh/Aranguren, Wheaton, Irey, Irey, 
Humphrey, Dodde, and Gunckel. 
 
Karen Elliott, CLA Director, 616-745-5176:   Kober, VanderWerff, VanLaan, Gordon, Nowak, Blauwkamp, 
Joiner, Nitz, Wolters, Jones, Hanna, Ludwick, Strayer , Strayer, Bolton, Schoenborn. 
 
Bill Tidey, CLA Director, 616-887-4725:  Truskowski, Sims, Kurlenda, Pike, McCurdy, Prus, Rollenhagen, 
Makowski, Fisk, Horton, Kopenski, Locke, Osmer, Wingard, Stebbins, Tidey, Swidwinski, Schmidt, and 
Marks.\ 
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Below are examples of green buffer zones Crockery Lake residents have created.  Go to our web page  
to view these and more examples in color!   http://mlswa.org/crockery-lake-405.    
 
 

              
 

              
 

              


