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It’s Your Turn

About two years ago we collected $100 from you
for every lakefront property on Cedar Lake to allow
us to develop a Watershed Management Plan that
addresses all of the problems interfering with our
use, enjoyment, and the proper management of
Cedar Lake, its watershed, and other surrounding
lands which have a direct effect on the lake.

$70,000 of what you contributed for this task was
paid to Kieser & Associates to facilitate this two
year process.  They guided us through the pre-
defined process of the plan development, did much
of the work required to facilitate the plan’s
development and in the end they will produce a plan
that meets the requirements of the MDEQ and
receives their approval.  K&A also contributed
many, many hours of “in kind” (no charge) effort,
working with us as partners above and beyond the
defined terms of the contract in this effort.

A steering committee made up of key players in the
community was formed with volunteers who, from
the start, committed to this long process to work
through the issues, problems and solutions.  The
goal was to, in the end, reach a consensus on the
definition of what are the important uses of the lake,
what are the issues that interfere with or prevent
those uses, and finally, and most importantly, to
define solutions to the identified problems.

The steering committee is comprised of:

• Ed Roddy, the Greenbush Township Supervisor,

• Rob Huebel, and Jim Baier, Oscoda Township

Supervisors,

• Carolyn Brummund, Alcona County,

Commissioner,

• Richard Karsen, Alcona County Road

Commission,

• Gary Adams, Iosco County Drain Commissioner,

• Roberta Roulo, Iosco County, Commissioner,

• Gina Cinquino, Lakewood Shores POA, Director,

• Greg Peters, Lakewood Shores Resort, Director,

• Doug Pullman, Aquest Corporation,

• Gary Crawford, SEAS,

• Steve Sendek, MDNR,

• Greg Goudy, MDEQ,

• Dave Schmidt, Iosco County Health Department,

• Doug Getty, Iosco County Health Department,

• Rick Myrick, County Conservation District,

• Ryan Kruse, Natural Resources Conservation

Service,

• Caryl Anton, AICLA, and

• Russ Anton, AICLA
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If you would like to see your
advertisement in the Whispering

Waters please contact Russ Anton
 @989-739-5027



Please understand and appreciate, no one on this
committee received a nickel of compensation for
their efforts.  We met monthly for two years April
through January; each of us bringing our own,
sometimes divergent, if not opposing, interests and
objectives to the table, all working to address the
common goal; to protect and improve Cedar Lake.
Included in this edition of WW is a synopsis of our
WMP efforts produced by K&A for public review
and comment.   You are being asked to review the
document, and return your input in a timely manner.
It will be used in the final plan.  You paid $100 for
this plan; you certainly deserve the opportunity to
provide your input.  We have made this as easy as
possible for you by including a pre-designed
comment form and a self-addressed stamped
envelope to send in your comments.  Please take
this opportunity to add your input to this very
important effort regarding our lake.

Help-We NEED You-Board Members!

Every lake association struggles with not
enough help, not enough funds, so much to do and
so many directions in which to go.  Cedar Lake is
no exception.  All lakes in Michigan are in
jeopardy, and we must be proactive about ours
NOW so that we can continue to enjoy it LATER.
The AICLA board elections are coming in May.
Many of your board members have served for a
good number of years and are ready to step aside to
allow fresh faces and ideas on the board.  This is
your opportunity to get involved, have your voice
heard, and be a part of the planning process.  The
board meets approximately nine times throughout
the year on Saturdays.  Meetings typically last an
hour (unless Russ gets a little windy!)  However, it
is amazing how much is accomplished in that time.
We are asking anyone who even thinks they would
like to serve to step forward.  If you know of
someone who would make a good board member,
we would like to know that also.  Sometimes people
are shy and need a little nudge to volunteer.  There
are several one- and two-year terms that will be
vacant this spring.  Fortunately, all of the officer
positions are filled for this next election, but there is
a need for board members.  Please contact Sherrie
Adis at 734-737-9077 or mutti300@yahoo.com as
soon as possible to get your name on the ballot.

 All of the residents of Cedar Lake thank you.

Support Your Lake Association!

The Alcona-Iosco Cedar Lake Association
(AICLA) is planning to move forward with many
worthwhile projects.

The implementation and completion of many
projects are “now” in place.  The progress and
future of these projects will depend on some very
dedicated people.   We have gained valuable
information from Kaiser and Associates; Gary
Crawford, SEAS; Dr. Douglas Pullman, Aquest
Corporation; and the Cedar Lake Association’s
Board members and volunteers regarding our Lake.
This information will provide the means to continue
the work for years to come.    The only way to “see
these projects continue” is to support the
association.

All Cedar Lake Riparian Owners receive the
Whispering Waters Newsletter.  We want to keep
you informed.  If you enjoy and want to continue
receiving the newsletter, we ask for your
membership of $25.00 per year.  If you have an “N”
on your label, you are receiving this valuable
information at the expense of your neighbors that
pay membership dues.   Any label with “09”, it is
time for renewal.  To those that have “10 & 11”on
your label, “ Thank you for your support.”   At the
present time there are 336 members in good
standings.  However, we need the support of the
364 homeowners that do not pay membership dues
with“N” on your label.

The membership application is enclosed with this
publication.  Please return it with your dues.  If you
desire to make further contributions to Save the
Lake, which are tax deductible.  Tax deductible
letters are returned in the fall for your Save the Lake
donations.

We sincerely appreciate those that have supported
the work and dedication of those that work for the
betterment of Cedar Lake.  Lets save our lake for
generations to come.

With Sincere Appreciation for your support.
Shari Stephens, Membership Chairperson



Member Application

Thank you for your interest in Cedar Lake.
Membership dues pay AICLA expenses in support of:

• Publication of the Whispering Waters Newsletter, and Maintenance of a Website,
• Affiliation and Participation in the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations, Inc.,
• Participation in, and Technical Oversight of, the Lake Improvement Lake Board,
• Lake Stewardship Projects, Such As:

o Water Quality Monitoring,
o Watershed Management Planning, and
o The Evaluation of the Hydrology of the Lake and its Watershed,

• Fishery Management, and
• The Education of the Lake Community on Lake Matters and Boater Safety.

The need to watch and protect Cedar Lake never ends. The need for your support never ends.

Thank you,
The AICLA Board (www.mlswa.org/CedarLake-308)

Please make check payable to AICLA in the amount of $25.00 and mail it along with this application to:
Shari Stephens 4725 W. Cedar Lake Road, Greenbush, MI  48738

ANNUAL DUES ARE TO BE PAID BY JULY 1 OF EACH YEAR

2010
Cedar Lake belongs to you! Your support is appreciated!

Your membership status is noted by the code on your mailing label.
09-Dues are paid until July 1st, 2009 / 10-Dues are paid until July 1st, 2010 / N-Dues have not been received.

Last Name _______________________________First Name(s) ___________________________________

Property ID # ___________________Cedar Lake Street Address ___________________________

Greenbush ___  Oscoda ____    “Lake front” Home    “Across the road” home

Home Street Address (if different) ______________________________________________________

City __________________ State ________Zip _________Phone Number (_____) __________________

I am interested in receiving the Whispering Water by e-mail
         My e-mail address is ________________________________________________

I WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE AICLA VOLUNTEER LIST

       I am including $___________ FOR THE SAVE THE LAKE CAMPAIGN

A l c o n a - I o s c o

C e d a r  L a k e

A s s o c i a t i o n



Member Survey

For 2009-10 our course is set, and our plate is full.  We are pursuing water level augmentation and the

development of a watershed management plan.  Little new will be initiated.  For two years we’ve solicited

your input on those efforts.  We’re confident of the support of the majority in our pursuit of those endeavors.

This year, our survey focuses on diminishing membership rolls, and a lack of interest in board participation.

These issues can overshadow all of the work of the association.  While today we have a robust membership

roll, the fact is, in 2008 our membership declined for the 2nd year in a row, and never exceeded 50% of the

lakefront property owners.  Unchecked, this downward trend will either spell the demise of the association,

or, dramatically reduce our influence and effectiveness.  Please, take the time to complete the survey, being as

frank as you always have been in the past.

Thank You,

The AICLA Board of Directors

1. Are you a resident of Oscoda Township:  YES____, or Greenbush Township:  YES ____

2. Are you a member of the association? :  YES____ (Skip ahead to #5)  NO____ (Proceed to #3)

3. If you are not a member of the association, were you ever a member? :  YES ____  NO  ____

4. Please tell us why you are not a member and if there is anything that would cause you to join?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. Have you ever been a board member with the AICLA?: YES ____  NO ____

6. If YES to #5, why did you leave the board? :  _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. If your answer to #5 was NO, would you consider running for a board position, and if no, why not? __

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

8. Membership has dropped for two consecutive years.  Why do you think this has happened? _________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. Are you a lakefront property owner? :  YES____  NO____

10. What one thing should the association address that either we’re not addressing, or not addressing to your

satisfaction? ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________



Public Feedback: Cedar Lake Watershed Management Plan Summary

The article below is a summary of the draft Cedar Lake Watershed Management Plan (WMP) Executive Summary.  A
complete version of the WMP will be submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment
(DNRE) in March for their approval.  Public input is a very important part of this planning process.  After reviewing the
summary, please take the time to fill out the feedback form included in this newsletter.  Information in the WMP will be
used to justify and direct future action in the watershed.  The form asks for input on the watershed goals, objectives, and
recommended strategies.  Please provide feedback on ideas and/or concerns that you have with the goals, objectives, and
approaches or projects.  Feedback should be mailed using the provided envelop by the end of February so public feedback
can be incorporated into the final WMP before it is submitted to DNRE at the beginning of March.

Please note that this is a summary of the WMP; additional supporting materials and detailed information will appear in
the final version.  The recommendations of the draft WMP were developed through an iterative process whereby technical
input was solicited by the Steering Committee to determine the final approaches and recommended projects.  The
complete WMP will describe how the committee arrived at their conclusions and how the recommendations will help to

achieve watershed goals and objectives. Click on www.kalamazooriver.net/Kieser/Cedar_Lake_WMP for more
information on WMP draft products.

Executive Summary: Cedar Lake Watershed Management Plan

A comprehensive WMP represents a framework where watershed needs and solutions are identified to preserve, protect or
restore water and natural resources around Cedar Lake.  The WMP is not a regulation, ordinance or law, but rather serves
as a template for justifying and developing such controls that may be needed.  For many of the issues in the watershed, the
WMP does not recommend regulatory action, but identifies voluntary efforts that the Lake Board and other interested
groups should pursue.  The Executive Summary of the Cedar Lake WMP plan is presented in this newsletter to provide
information to the public about these recommendations in the WMP.  Once approved, the complete WMP will serve as a
road map for achieving community goals for sustaining Cedar Lake and its watershed.  The WMP will: 1) provide
background on the watershed and its resources; 2) include a synopsis of designated and desired uses in the watershed; 3)
identify watershed concerns and threats; 4) define goals and major objectives; and 5) recommend potential approaches
and projects for protection and restoration.  The WMP also identifies and prioritizes the necessary approaches and
improvement projects in the watershed, based on timing and funding considerations.

The WMP describes the areas within the watershed that are more crucial, or “critical areas” were protection and
restoration actions should be prioritized.  Critical areas in the watershed for protection include a) wetlands in the
northwest where surface and groundwater feed Cedar Lake, and b) the lake in terms of water quality and habitat.  The
current developed areas around the lake were identified as critical for reducing future impacts from nutrient additions by
implementing better lawn and septic system maintenance practices.  The last critical area is Lakewood Shores to the
southeast of Cedar Lake.  Management of this area in a way that minimizes additional groundwater diversions from Cedar
is critical for sustaining lake levels.  The watershed goals identified in the WMP were developed by systematically
integrating the watershed threats and concerns, desired uses in the watershed, and these critical areas.

The goals of the WMP include:

1. Restore the warmwater fishery to support healthy populations of native fish species
2. Maintain balanced and healthy aquatic plant and wildlife communities in lake and watershed
3. Maintain open and clear waterways in Cedar Lake for recreation
4. Preserve good water quality and reduce and/or minimize muck sediments to ensure recreational opportunities
5. Protect groundwater levels for lake recharge to achieve balanced lake levels
6. Maintain the legal lake level by protecting recharge sources and surface water inputs
7. Conserve and restore wetland and aquatic habitat for valuable ecosystem functions that benefit all watershed

stakeholders



The final output of the WMP is an implementation strategy that the Lake Board will pursue over time.  The strategy
includes objectives with recommended approaches and projects for the lake and watershed.  Each of the watershed
objectives (1-9) listed below were drafted with the purpose to meet the overall goals set for the watershed.  These
objectives were systematically developed in response to watershed concerns that the Steering Committee and AICLA
members identified in meetings. The complete WMP includes specific steps, milestones, and potential costs for each of
the recommended approaches and projects.

Objective I:  Protect critical wetlands northwest of Cedar Lake from drainage or diversion
• Support and work to implement wetlands protection ordinance.

• Restore creek flows and natural water storage capacity for slow release to lake over spring and early summer
months (these items are being examined in the current augmentation pilot project).

• Acquire and protect wetlands in the northwest for a publicly accessible wetlands preserve.

Objective II:  Prevent additional groundwater loss from the southeast side of the lake from storm sewer drainage
expansion

• Support and work to implement wetlands protection ordinance to minimize further hydraulic impacts in wetland
areas.

• Hold meetings with the county building inspector (and state regulatory agency, as needed) to ensure residential
building codes are enforced and buildings are constructed in areas above high groundwater mark to avoid future
complaints of flooded homes.

• Modify Lakewood Shores Property Owners Association (LSPOA) Architectural Standards to ensure homes are
built above high groundwater mark (to avoid flooding issues which could increase the need for more groundwater
drainage).

• Hold workshops to educate homeowners and potential builders on practices or measures that will reduce the risk
of flooding in homes.

Objective II:  Improve sport fishery in lake through enhanced lake levels, creek flows, and wetland protection
• Protect and enhance hydrology of northwest wetlands (particularly near creeks) for pike spawning in the spring

(being examined in the current augmentation pilot project).

• Protect surrounding wetlands through ordinance, conservation easements, and/or land acquisition.

• Pursue and fund annual recommendations of the fishery management studies and reports through Lake Board
contracts.

• State stocking of walleye fingerlings on an “as needed” basis until a self-sustaining population can be established.

Objective IV:  Complete an augmentation feasibility study to chose a suite of lake level management options for
implementation

• Conduct public hearing and informational sessions to gain taxpayer support and pass assessment to fund lake
management study (already completed).

• Fund and implement lake level management projects to augment summer lake levels (during dry years).

Objective V:  Control existing invasive species and prevent new invasive species and excessive aquatic plants from
entering the Cedar Lake watershed

• Educate residents and lake users on best management practices and other ways to prevent invasive species from
entering the watershed.

• Create a homeowner’s guide for Cedar Lake to educate riparians on current and potential invasive species near
Cedar Lake.

• Continue involvement in MS&LA in order to gain further knowledge on new invasive species, prevention
strategies, and treatment options.

• Create a boat launch cleaning station to reduce the risk of invasive species transmission.

• Use an aquatic plant management plan and fishery studies to monitor and/or control invasive species and further
develop contract from Lake Board for a “lake manager”.



• Track reports from lake manager on changes in the aquatic plant community and determine appropriate means for
control (potential to change spillway to a control water structure).

Objective VI:  Take steps to improve composition of lake bottom sediments
• Fund sediment thickness study and mapping to determine accumulation rate in Cedar Lake.

• Use study results to determine dredging feasibility, priority areas, and potential costs.

• Add lawn best practice information to workshops/educational programs to help prevent unnecessary leaf and
grass disposal to Cedar Lake; add to the Lake Stewards Program.

Objective VII:  Educate lakeshore residents about natural lakescaping methods/green buffers
• Educate residents on lakescaping benefits and techniques to encourage shoreline stabilization and natural habitat

which also deter nuisance waterfowl.

• Partner with LSPOA and lakefront owners to implement a native buffer demonstration site in a highly visible area
around the lake.

• Incorporate lakescaping into Lake Stewards Program and hold tours each year to showcase lakescaping site,
encourage native plant exchange or sale, and to supplement educational workshops.

Objective VIII:  Continue monitoring water quality parameters and E. coli levels to protect water quality and
recreational value

• Further develop an E. coli sampling plan and confirm quality control of current testing program.

• Participate in ML&SA annual conference and the CLMP to monitor water quality conditions and obtain new lake
management information

• Educate lake residents on proper septic system maintenance, proper lawn care practices, and nutrient reduction
practices; incorporate into Lake Stewards Program.

Objective IX:  Utilize conservation easement options to protect habitat
• Work with land conservancies to provide technical resources and assistance to obtain voluntary conservation

easements from property owners to protect habitat and conserve green space.

• Obtain funding and engage with interested land owners on purchasing important parcels of land in the northwest
wetlands near creeks.



Cedar Lake Watershed Management Plant Summary Feedback Form

Please answer the questions on the form below regarding the draft Watershed Management Plan (WMP)
summary.  You do not need to include your name on this form and all forms will be kept in the care of the
AICLA.  Public feedback will be incorporated into the final version of the Cedar Lake WMP.  Use the enclosed
pre-addressed envelope to return the completed form by March 1st, or mail to:

Kieser & Associates, LLC
c/o Jamie McCarthy

536 E. Michigan Ave., Ste. 300
Kalamazoo, MI  49007

1.  Are the major watershed and/or lake concerns reflected in the WMP goals, objectives, and
approaches/projects?  If not, explain.

2.  After reading the Executive Summary, would you generally support efforts of the Lake Board and/or AICLA
in pursuing these approaches and projects?  Please explain why or why not.

3.  Are there specific watershed activities or projects you support that are not included in this brief summary?  If
so, explain.

List any other comments or feedback on the back of this page, as necessary.



SAVE THE LAKE NEWS

The current Save the Lake account balance
(as of January 25, 2010) is $2,358.15.  A very big
thank you to the generous contributors who gave
$4,577 to the campaign during the 2009 calendar
year.  Save the Lake funds will continue to be used
for the betterment of Cedar Lake.  Your
contributions make possible the funding of projects
that could not be covered by our regular budget.  If
you have any questions regarding the Save the Lake
campaign, I may be reached at
ceanton@yahoo.com.

                   Caryl Anton

Become a fan of the AICLA on
Facebook!  Receive the latest
Cedar Lake news feeds posted to
your profile page!  Search
“AICLA” and become a fan.

GETTING THE WORD OUT

Although the AICLA publishes and mails five
newsletters each year, there are times when your
board would like more input from its residents at
different times throughout the year.  Therefore, we
are attempting to establish “District Captains”
around the lake to aid in this endeavor.  The
responsibilities would not be as great as those of a
board member, but would be every bit as valuable
to the Association.

The idea is to have enough captains be
responsible for contacting their immediate
neighbors for things such as:  welcoming new lake
residents to the lake with a packet and a personal
greeting, canvassing neighbors to find out the
location and depth of their wells for weed control
purposes, and similar duties.  You would not be
expected to come to board meetings (but are
certainly welcome).  The board is optimistic that we
can get enough captains that each one would only
be responsible for approximately 25 neighbors.
There will be some seasons that your help will not
be needed at all, but the fact that you would be in
place when the time comes will be of enormous
assistance to the board.  It is also a great
opportunity to meet new people and get a little
exercise by walking to their homes.  Please think
about this worthwhile cause and volunteer today by
contacting Sherrie Adis at 734-737-9077 or
mutti300@yahoo.com .



IT COSTS HOW MUCH?

The price of postage and printing continues to
rise, but your board believes that it is essential to
communicate with lake residents on a regular basis.
You can aid in keeping our costs down and
contributing to the ecological movement by
allowing us to email your newsletter to you.  If you
have an email address, won’t you share it with us so
that you can receive your newsletter electronically?
Please forward your email address to Lisa Henecke
at lhenecke@sbcglobal.net.

You must successfully complete a
snowmobile safety course if you are:

A person who is at least 12 but less than 17 years of
age operating a snowmobile without direct
supervision of a person 21 years of age or older
must have in their immediate possession a valid
snowmobile safety certificate. A person who is at
least 12 but less than 17 years of age may not cross
a highway or street without having a valid
snowmobile safety certificate in their immediate
possession.
Snowmobile safety training is recommended for all
snowmobile operators. Modern snowmobiles are
capable of high rates of speeds over snow and ice.
With the countless hazards associated with
operating a snowmobile, training is a crucial factor
in safe and responsible snowmobile operation.
Michigan Conservation Officers, in cooperation
with schools, organizations and associations, take
an active role in assuring that all of Michigan's
citizens are given the opportunity to take a
snowmobile safety course. The course emphasizes
safe and responsible snowmobile operation.

SNOWMOBILES AND ICE

The safest snowmobiling rule is to never cross lakes
or rivers since it can never be guaranteed that ice of
any thickness will support a snowmobile. Ice is
always dangerous. Do not venture out onto lakes or
rivers unless you are absolutely certain that it is
safe.
Besides the danger of plunging through the ice, you
have far less traction for starting, turning, and
stopping on ice than on snow. Always use extreme
caution when riding on ice. Always travel at low
speeds. The machine is hard to control on ice, so
fast stops are impossible and spins are far too
common. To stop, let up on the throttle slowly
allowing the machine to coast to a stop. Controlling
your machine is best when seated.
Collisions on lakes account for a significant number
of accidents because riders too often believe that
lakes are flat, wide open areas, free of obstructions.
Remember, if you can ride and turn in any direction
while operating on a lake, so can other riders.
Therefore, the threat of a collision can come from
any direction.
If you choose to snowmobile on the ice, be
absolutely certain that the ice is safely frozen. Don't
trust the judgment of other snowmobilers. You are
responsible for your own safe snowmobiling.
Drowning is a leading cause of snowmobile
fatalities. If you ride on ice often, consider wearing
a buoyant floatation snowmobile suit. It is also a
good idea to have a set of commercial ice picks,
with spring-loaded sleeves that cover the points,
attached to a cord so they can be threaded through
the sleeves of your snowmobile suit.
If you go through the ice, stay calm. Remember that
your snowmobile suit (even a non-buoyant one) and
helmet may keep you afloat for several minutes.
Extend your arms out forward in front of you on the
unbroken ice surface to catch yourself. Kick your
feet to propel you onto the ice, like a seal. If the ice
keeps breaking, continue moving toward shore or
the direction from which you came. Use anything
sharp, like ice picks, keys or a knife to dig into the
ice to help pull you forward. Don't remove your
gloves or mitts. Once you are on the ice, crawl or
roll away from the hole. Don't stand up until you are
well away from the hole.
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